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As we invite travelers across the southern U. S. to drive the quiet, scenic, historic Old Spanish Trail as an 
alternative to Interstate 10, we can continue the work begun in 1923 to beautify the roadway. The following article 
is from the 1929 OST Travelog. 
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 80 years later, OST100 began looking for the photos, blue prints, bulletins and architects drawings 
mentioned above to help with preservation of 1920s and 30s enhancements. The search continues in university 
and news archives, descendant's attics and garages for the papers of the women associated with the 1920s OST. 
The Handbook of Texas credits Mrs. George Sealy (East Texas Director) with establishing Galveston as the 
"Oleander City." Others of the Parliament of Women were:  
 
NATIONAL DIRECTORS 
      1923 Mrs. Henry (Ethel) Drought, then Mrs. F. W. Sorell, 1929 Mrs. Henry A (Florence) Moos 
Moos Bookstore 1019 Broadway 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATE OR VICE DIRECTORS 
      1923 Mrs. Alex L. Adams, 1924 Mrs. John Lapham, 1924 Mrs. William Cassin,  
      1929 Mrs. A. C.   Seiser,  Mrs. J. B. Lewright, Mrs. F. F. Stauffer 
NATIONAL SECRETARY OR SECRETARY/TREASURERS 
      1924 Mrs. Sterling Price Adams, 1929 Mrs. Frances Donecker 
NATIONAL PARLIAMENTARIAN 
       Mrs. J. T. Smith 
STATE DIRECTOR EAST TEXAS     STATE DIRECTOR WEST TEXAS 
       Mrs. E. Clinton Murray, Houston                  Mrs. T. W. Lanier, El Paso 
 TEXAS HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
       Mrs. John L. Pridgen 
HISTORICAL MILEPOSTS DIRECTOR    HISTORICAL MILEPOSTS TEXAS 
       Mrs. S. J. Wright             Mrs. George Sealy, Galveston  
       Mrs. Rena M. Green            Mrs. Josephine Couch, Sanderson 
HEADQUARTERS SECTION DIRECTOR    BALCONES CREEK PARK DIRECTOR 
       Miss Marie Callsen             Mrs. B. K. Hankins 
CITY FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS PRESIDENT            MEDICAL AUXILIARY CHAIRWOMAN 
       Mrs. J. K. (Sally) Beretta            Mrs. E. W. McCamish 
 

ARTIST 
      Miss Mary Bonner 
 

The Women's Clubs of Boerne and San Antonio worked on the 30-mile Bexar/Kendall County Headquarters 
Section.(1) Baldwin Co., AL first began placing historical signage and planted miles of trees.(2) The Mississippi coast 
department created a five year landscape plan. El Paso planted 1000 trees in 1928 and another 1000 in 1930.(3) 
There are 1924 news photos of cacti among stones around the 0-mile stone boulder on the San Antonio City Hall 
lawn.(4) Plans for lining the OST with trees from the Alamo to the cradle of Texas history, San Jacinto were 
proposed.(2) After 1925, as the federal government designated U. S. Highways, much of the landscaping came 
under federal funding.(5) The OST Beautification Department asked the public to "encourage by their patronage the 
tradesmen whose places of business are attractive."(6) 
 Landscaping complimented the various highway surfaces. Some of the OST in Florida was built of brick,(7) 
some of red clay, in Alabama of crushed seashells,(8) through Texas of Uvalde asphalt(9) and on the 
Arizona/California border of wooden planks.(10) Spanish themes were incorporated into OST signage. San Antonio 
artist Mary Bonner advised the department(4) and the King's envoy approved the final colorful designs.(11) 
 Revitalization and beautification continues along the OST today as many counties take part in courthouse 
restoration,(12) cities in Main Street programs(13) and states designate scenic routes for preservation(14). Some 
have gone further: Leon Co., FL has Tree Canopy Roads,(15) Pima Co., AZ Sonoran Desert Conservation,(16) Bexar 
Co., TX aquifer protection(17) and Crestview, FL an annual OST festival.(18) 
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Click here to see related Pictures 
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